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TREES ON FRONT BURNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through the work of many folks working in coalitions, 
including members of Forest Unlimited, the county 
leadership has instituted a moratorium on processing and 
approving vineyard proposals that involve the removal of 
trees. Past county leadership made policy that now 
resembles Swiss cheese, full of loopholes, especially 
where tree removal is concerned. The policy is so full of 
holes even the agricultural commissioner's office is 
looking for something more solid. Cheddar perhaps?   
Please call and thank your supervisor (565-2241) for re-
visiting the tree exemptions in the county code. Urge 
them to embrace the concept that activities that have the 
potential to harm fisheries, upslope habitats, and ridge 
lines are the public's business and must not be allowed to 
occur  and especially not in secret.  
There is essentially no tree protection if people find out 
about proposals to remove trees only when the trees are 
coming down.  Developers know, perhaps even better 
than watershed activists, that tree removal is the big deal 
and the faster and quieter it occurs the better.  You can’t 
replace mature trees once they are horizontal.  It’s a fait 
accompli and way too late to participate in the process 
when the deed is done, the stumps are coming out, and 
the soil rippers are moving in.  Tree protection must be 
on the front burner.  
                                       Continued on page 3 

 

 

 
DEAD BABY FISH DO NOT 
PAIR WELL WITH NORTH 
COAST WINES   
Growing wine grapes often involves taking water 
from creeks or from ground water near creeks.  These 
practices can severely impact watersheds. One 
example of this is the practice of spraying water on 
vines during frost season. This intense use of water 
can rapidly lower water in nearby creeks that impact 
the small salmonids that are emerging from their 
eggs and redds (nest in which female places her eggs 
for incubation) trying to survive in small pools of 
water.   

 
           Baby steelhead stranded, April 2011 

Rapid drawdowns associated with lots of vineyards 
pumping water all at once, and or small vineyards 
pumping a lot of water, leave anadromous fish 
stranded.  Some vineyards will spray up to 50 gallons 
of water per acre per minute in an attempt to protect 
grapes when temperatures drop to 36 degrees or 
lower. That adds up to a lot of water out of one 
tributary, and the frost protection goes on for 
multiple hours and sometimes on multiple mornings. 
Ten acres, for example, will take 30,000 gallons in an 
hour. The impacts of frost protection have been 
documented on the Russian River.  
The conversions of our watersheds to vineyards 
continues in the face of significant impacts that are 

 
Thanks to Friends of  the Gualala River www.gualalariver.org 

Continued on Page 3 
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Trains: Forest Friend or Foe?  

With the groundbreaking for the Sonoma 
Marin Area Rail Transit on February 24 
the old rail line from Larkfield to 
Cloverdale is back in business.  This time 
the train may actually help the forests.  
The SMART commuter train will provide 
an alternative to lugging around those 
steel cages with wheels we all use for 
transport, thereby reducing greenhouse 
gases that contribute to global climate 
change.  Trains are part of the solution to 
climate change, the single greatest threat 
to forests.  But this can only help if we all 
resolve to use SMART rather than our 
polluting cars.   So, save a tree, ride a 
train! 

In 1873 the forests of Sonoma and Marin Counties were lush 
and verdant.  Giant redwoods grew to enormous heights and age 
in the Russian River Valley and filled the watersheds of Dutch 
Bill and Austin Creeks.  Mount Tamalpias hosted stands of huge 
redwoods.  
But 1873 was a fateful year.  Austin Moore (who later owned 
the Kings River Lumber Company that decimated the Sierra 
sequoias) and mill owner Samual P. Taylor joined forces with 
banker and former U.S. Senator and Governor of California, 
Milton Slocum Latham and potato farmer Warren Dutton to 
form the North Pacific Coast Railroad.  By 1875 tracks had been 
laid to Tomales through what is now Samual P. Taylor State 
Park.  By 1877 the line extended to Duncans Mills and by 1889 
to Cazadero.   Forest destruction followed in its wake.  Sawmills 
buzzed and ripped all along the rail line at Bodega, Camp 
Meeker, Tyrone, Moscow and Cazadero.  Korbel (then a 
sawmill) provided ties for the rail lines. 
Then in 1906, the San Andreas Fault ruptured and left San 
Francisco in flames. Shortly after, the City’s rebuilding 
campaign began importing massive amounts of redwood from 
the north coast.  In the rush to meet the demand, there was little 
thought for environmental damage and the forests were severely 
over-cut, changing the mix of species (more brush, fewer 
conifers) and setting up the conditions for several catastrophic 
fires.  One burned from Guerneville to the sea. 
Eventually and ironically the presence of rail transportation and 
the depletion of trees lead the railroads to promote the tourist 
industry to make up for falling revenues.  The Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad, which absorbed the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad, publicized its “Triangle Trip” from San Francisco to 
Monte Rio, Monte Rio to Fulton, then Fulton back to San 
Francisco.  The railroad owned the ferry boats needed to make 
the connections. Samuel P. Taylor opened a resort called Camp 
Taylor.  The growth of the tourist industry has, in turn, provided 
an economic incentive to preserve forest lands.   
Railroads soon lost their subsidies as the money was transferred 
to auto roads and oil production.  We didn’t see what was 
coming: huge numbers of autos, air and water pollution, mega-
parking lots, highway carnage, sprawl development, gridlock 
and, finally, global climate change. 
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PG&E Clearcuts  

Forest Unlimited recently joined a lively group of 
about 25 concerned citizens to strategize around 
the issue of PG&E’s plans to clear cut (as opposed 
to trim) trees under high voltage power lines. The 
group is comprised mostly of landowners whose 
properties may be directly impacted by the 180-
foot wide slash in a 37 mile line from Lakeville 
Road in Petaluma, along Sonoma Mountain all the 
way to the Geysers.  
A PG&E change in practices is viewed as overkill 
by many residents in impacted areas. The planned 
clear cuts are also likely to pose threats to stream 
habitats of two important watersheds. Power lines 
run along a stream corridor near the headwaters of 
the Washington and Adobe Creeks on the 
Southside of Sonoma Mountain. The power lines 
run up a 15% grade, parallel to and crossing the 
head water of Matanzas Creek, feeding the Russian 
River on the north side of Sonoma Mountain.  
To find out more about this issue or to get 
involved, visit the group’s website: 
http://www.sos-trees.org/. Forest Unlimited will 
continue to challenge unnecessary tree removal 
activities in the county. 
 
Dead Baby Fish  (From Page 1) 
Ten acres, for example, can take 30,000 gallons in 
an hour from one stream. The impacts of frost 
protection have even been documented on the main 
stem of the Russian River.  
The conversions of our watersheds to vineyards 
continues in the face of significant impacts that are 
caused by more and more vineyard conversions in 
our sediment-impaired north coast streams. County 
and state rules allow much of this, but damaging 
activities could be dramatically tempered by local 
leadership.  If we are to reverse the lethal impacts 
that are occurring, we need to expect our 
agricultural and community leaders to do a lot 
better. 
 

FaceBook and Forest Unlimited 
Forest Unlimited is now on FaceBook!  To log on 
to keep up with all of our activities, go to: 
http://www.facebook.com/ForestUnlimited 

Why Trees are Important 
“Why trees are important” will be discussed at an 
event featuring the film, “Who Bombed Judi Bari?”. 
This will take place at the Glaser Center, 547 
Mendocino Avenue in Santa Rosa on March 25.  The 
event starts early and includes lunch. 
Our own Executive Director of Forest Unlimited, Rick 
Coates, has volunteered to speak on why trees are 
important.  
The film focuses on an unsolved 1990 Oakland Car-
bombing of Earth First!ers, First Amendment Lawsuit 
against FBI and OPD, and a successful redwood 
campaign. 
The movie was created entirely from archival footage 
including Bari’s inspirational speeches, colorful and 
daring redwood protests, a musical appearance by 
Bonnie Raitt, and a tribute to Bari by Jerry Brown. 
Who Bombed Judi Bari? is actually narrated by Judi 
Bari herself using footage taken at her deathbed 
testimony in her civil rights lawsuit against the FBI 
and Oakland Police.  In 2002, a federal jury found 3 
FBI agents and 3 Oakland officers guilty of violating 
Bari and Cherney’s civil rights in order to silence 
them.  Law enforcement falsely accused the Earth 
First!ers of car-bombing themselves while they were 
on a musical roadshow to promote a series of protests 
known as Redwood Summer 1990, which ultimately 
attracted thousands of activists. 
With only 30 days left to live, Bari tells her life story 
while the movie flashes back and forward to illustrate 
the events she describes. Wherever Bari went, cameras 
followed. The movie covers her early days as a union 
organizer at the DC Bulk Mail Center, her agitating as 
a feisty feminist Earth First!er convincing loggers to 
join environmentalists in opposing corporate redwood 
logging, and her federal trial against the FBI and 
Oakland Police that was carried forth posthumously by 
her organizing partner Darryl Cherney. 
Actor Peter Coyote remarked,  “This film is… a 
graphic, factual display of criminality on the part of 
police in the service of big business. It got me angry, it 
made me sad, but above all it made me laugh like 
hell.” “Before Occupy Wall Street,” adds Producer 
Darryl Cherney, “there was Redwood Summer.” 
Go to the website for more information at: 
http://whobombedjudibari.com/schedule.htm 
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Hundreds of Trees Planted at Our Annual Event 

It takes a community to tend a forest. Redwoods and other young trees were in short supply this year. Forest 
Unlimited collaborated with the Graton Community Services District (GCSD) to plant more than 550 
redwood trees at the 20-acre woodland site of the community wastewater treatment facility. Graton 
propagates trees for wastewater uptake and had many trees available and ready for planting. The two-day 
event drew more than 60 volunteers, who braved the cold weather on the first weekend of the New Year, to 
carpool to the Graton site and work together. It has become a tradition so many of us look forward to, a way 
to renew our commitment to our forests and our community with the advent of the New Year.  This year’s 
event was a great success, as the trees and costs associated with the event were sponsored by GCSD.  Forest 
Unlimited would like to thank Carl Wahl, Bob Nelson, Bob Rawson, the Graton Day Labor Center, and all 
of the energetic volunteers who came out to plant trees with us. 
 

 

Project organizer, Carl Wahl, giving 
instructions on planting. Board 
member, Jim Newman, in background. 

Board vice-president, Maria Potter, assisting with planting. 

Forest Unlimited volunteers 
together with the Graton 
Community Services District 
after a successful planting. 
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Sierra Club Petition: Stop 
Clearcutting Our Forests 
Our forests are under attack from clearcutting! 
Forest Unlimited is supporting the Sierra Club’s 
effort to gather 2,000 signatures on a petition to 
keep our forests in good condition. Sign and 
send a message to Governor Brown to keep the 
trees safe and sound! The message 
accompanying the petition is this: 
Like the story of the Lorax -- the fuzzy, orange 
Dr. Seuss character who pops out of tree stumps 
to protect the forest from greedy axes, we are 
asking you to care and act? Like the forests in 
that story, California's forests and streams are 
under attack.  
It's time to make clearcutting a thing of the past 
-- or our clean water, healthy climate, and 
valuable wildlife will not last! 
Forest dwellers like the Sierra Nevada red fox, 
the California spotted owl, and salmon lose their 
homes when forests are destroyed by 
clearcutting.  
Let's make sure the lessons of the Lorax are 
followed now before it's too late. California's 
forests -- and our future -- are at stake. 
Thanks for being a guardian of the forests and 
all the living creatures they sustain. 
To sign the petition, got to: 
https://secure.sierraclub.org/site/Advocacy?page
name=homepage&page=UserAction&id=8117
&autologin=true&s_src=212BRHAW05&JServ

Petition: Stop Converting 
Forests for Vineyards 
Forest activists organized by Friends of the Gualala River 
(FOGR) converged at the Board of Supervisors to present 
and support a petition of more than 90,000 signatures to 
oppose clearcutting forests for vineyards (called 
“conversions”) like in the development proposals for 
Artesa and Preservation Ranch (larger than 19 Golden 
Gate Parks!) located on the northcoast of Sonoma 
County. 

 

Top Ten Reasons to Donate to Forest Unlimited 
1.   Your gift can help protect living forests and watersheds of Sonoma County. 
2.   Our annual reforestation program enhances “protected” lands. 
3.   Forest Unlimited facilitates public education and empowerment of local citizens’ groups.  
4.   Public engagement can improve conservation priorities set by our representatives. 
5.   Challenge inappropriate logging and forest-vineyard conversions 
6.   Share in something extraordinary like challenging the Bohemian Grove THP 
7.   Forests sequester carbon and other pollutants. 
8.   Forests provide wildlife habitat.  
9.   Your gift invests for the good of future generations. 
10. Your donation is tax deductable! 
Please send your tax-deductible contributions to Forest Unlimited, POB 506, Forestville 95436 

Thank You for Your Support! 
Thank you to all the Forest Unlimited supporters who 
called, emailed, and came to meetings regarding the 
conversions of our forests to vineyards.  All of these 
efforts have succeeded in obtaining a moratorium on 
new hillside vineyards until the county adopts new 
regulations for this practice. We will continue to work 
on this. 
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Forest Unlimited is Coalition Building 
Forest Unlimited has been coalition building by having memberships in the Sonoma County Water Coalition 
(SCWC) and in the North Coast Stream Flow Coalition (NCSFC).  These coalitions consist of dozens of 
organizations like Forest Unlimited that represent thousands of members with the focus on protecting our public trust 
water in our forests, watersheds, and streams. Go to their websites for more information on what these coalitions are 
doing and for a list of membership organizations.  For SCWC: http://www.scwatercoalition.org/   For NCSFC: 
http://www.ourstreamsflow.org/ 

             Clip and mail back with your check in the envelope provided.  Thank you! 
B e c o m e  a  M e m b e r  o f  F o r e s t  U n l i m i t e d  

Your tax-deductable contribution will help fund forestry education programs and forest preservation, protection, and 
enhancement projects.  Members receive newsletters and notification about special events, workshops and logging in their 
watersheds.  

YES! I would like to join Forest Unlimited to further your work!  (Dues are tax-deductible as permitted)  
               __ $200           __ $100           __  $50           __ $35            Other  $ ___ 
 
Name __________________________________________ 
 
Email (for alerts & treeless newsletters) __________________________________ 
Your watershed __________________________________________________  
Your address _______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________ 

 

PO Box 506  Forestville CA 95436 
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